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Chapman, Fern Schumer. Like Finding My Twin: How an Eighth-Grade
Class Reunited Two Holocaust Refugees. lllus. by Tom Greensfelder.
Lake Bluff, IL: Gussie Rose Press, 2015. 56 pp. $17.99. (9780996472500)
[T\ =liNI=l] PBK. Gr.3-5. Reviewed from ARC.
MY [TIWVIIN When Edith Westerfeld was 12-years-old, she was sent alone from
| SEmmpas = | Nazi Germany to America on a ship, in 1938. On board, she became best
< 2 friends with Gerda Katz but the two girls lost touch when they went their
separate ways with foster families in the US. Over 70 years later, having
read about the journey in Edith’s daughter Fern Schumer Chapman'’s Is It Night or Day? (Farrar
Straus & Giroux, 2010), an eighth grade class in northern Illinois pressed Chapman, wanting to
know why, in this age of the Internet and social media, Gerda couldn’t be found. It became a class
project to reunite the two friends.

The first page immediately engages readers of all ages by inviting them to imagine they are being
sent, alone, to a faraway country to live with relatives they’ve never met, and that i’'s uncertain
‘whether or not the other members of their family will be able to join them some day. This illustrated
non-fiction highlights the research and heartfelt dedication of the class. An attractive layout of text,
photographs, historical primary sources, and artifacts documents the girls’ journey in well-written
detail, making this an excellent introduction to the Holocaust. The second half of the book, showing
photos and newspaper clippings the students used to find Gerda, traces the research process and
touching reunion of the two friends. End matter includes credits for all of the photos and a list of
diverse examples of children coming to the US on their own. Front and back inside covers contain
comments from the students about their emotions upon hearing the story of the girls’ journey and
during the reunion. This is an important addition to any library, especially those serving elementary
and middle school students. The combined reading of Chapman'’s three titles, Motherland (Penguin,
2001) for adults, Is It Night or Day? for middle school ages, and Like Finding My Twin for slightly
younger, would make a compelling congregational or community read.

Debbie Colodny, Cook Memorial Public Library District, Libertyville, IL. Former owner of Sefer, So Good,
and past member of the Sydney Taylor Book Award Committee.
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